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Monday,  January 25, 2016 

6:30 pm Dinner—Meeting follows dinner after 7:00 pm

Marie Callender’s Restaurant 
27630 The Old Road, Valencia, CA 91355 

661/259-4675 

  

DIRECTIONS 

From the south, take Interstate 5 
north and exit at Magic Mountain 
Parkway.  At the bottom, turn left 
and continue to The Old Road.  
Turn right and look for the access 
road on the right. From there you 
will see the parking areas at Marie 
Callender’s Restaurant.   
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CLUB NEWS 

 SANTA CLARITA  VALLEY GARDEN RAILROAD CLUB 
Serving the Santa Clarita and San Fernando Valley’s in California 

  
24403 Zermatt  Lane, Valencia, CA 91355 

  
  

President:  Grant Sweer  661-513-0378    661-220-9831 sweer04@yahoo.com 
         GrantSweer@woodward.com 
  
Events & Social Chair Martie Smith 661-259-9618 661-373-4236 marthsmith2006@sbcglobal..net 
   Carla Breitner 818-992-6377 310-880-1369 carlabb@earthlink.net 
  
Photographer  Carla Breitner 818-992-6377 310-880-1369 carlabb@earthlink.net 
  
Newsletter /Communications Alan Wright 661-287-0026 818-416-7173 wwright735@gmail.com 
   Gary Woolard 818-992-6377 310-880-1369 garish@earthlink.net 
   Carla Breitner 
   Jim Cary  818-504-0200   jcary@morningglowrr.com


By Grant Sweer 
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2016 Santa Clarita Valley Garden Railroad Club Meetings & Events

SCVGRC Meeting 25-Jan-16 06:30 PM Marie Callendar’s

SCVGRC Meeting 29-Feb-16 06:30 PM Marie Callendar’s

SCVGRC Meeting 28-Mar-16 07:00 PM TBD

SCVGRC Meeting 25-Apr-16 07:00 PM Member Layout TBD

SCVGRC Meeting at 
the Big Train Show

21-May-16 12:30 PM Lunch during Big Train 
Show - Ontario

Spire’s or Marie 
Callendar’s

SCVGRC Meeting 27-Jun-16 07:00 PM Alan & Donna Wright

SCVGRC Meeting 25-Jul-16 07:00 PM Member Layout TBD

SCVGRC Meeting 29-Aug-16 07:00 PM Member Layout TBD

SCVGRC Meeting 26-Sep-16 07:00 PM Member Layout TBD

SCVGRC @ 
DEAFestival LA

1-Oct-16 11 AM - 4 PM Downtown LA

SCVGRC Meeting 24-Oct-16 07:00 PM Jim & Sandi Owens

SCVGRC Meeting 28-Nov-16 07:00 PM Marie Callendar’s

2016 Santa Clarita Valley Garden Railroad Club Meetings & Events
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Call for Calendar Submissions
by Carla Brand Breitner

It’s time to grab a meeting date to show off your layout/train collection/latest project to an audience of interested club 
members. Alan and Donna Wright have invited the club to see the changes in the Valentine & Heartland RR on June 27. 
Jim and Sandi Owens have pencilled the club in for a Halloween treat (or trick) on October 24. Dates in April, July, August 
and September are open. If you would like to host the clube during those months, let me know at 818-992-6377 or by 
email at carlabb@earthlink.net. Meetings can be as shown above on the last Monday of the month... or choose a week-
end day and host the club for an afternoon of running trains.

The Big Train Show in Ontario has changed their dates from the first weekend in June to the weekend before Memorial 
Day. Seems like a good time and place for club members to meet, so we’ve pencilled in lunch on Saturday, May 21 at a 
nearby restaurant at 12:30 pm. There are at least two choices within walking distance of the entrance.

Grant has pitched the Bay Area National Garden Railroad Convention 2016. Gary and I will add that they have remark-
able layouts well worth the trip.

The Pacific Southwest Region of the National Model Railroad Association is having a Regional Meet based at the 
Doubletree Inn in Culver City between September 21 and 25, 2016. NMRA meets feature all-scale layouts, modelers of 
exceptional talent, clinics and vendors. There are also some interesting field trips on their schedule.

Our club has been invited back to DEAFestival LA on October 1, so mark your calendar to help out and introduce our 
hobby to new folks. They’ve even promised to give us two more tables to play on!

I’ll be looking for railroad-related events to add to our schedule as field trips and excursions throughout the year. 
Please let me know if there are rail-related places in the greater LA area you would like to see and I’ll try to arrange a tour 
for the club. Let’s spend 2016 enjoying our railroad hobby!



2016 Railroad Related Events of interest to SCVGRC Members

Great Train Show All 
Scale

30-Jan-16 31-Jan-16 Orange County Fair-
grounds, Costa Mesa

greattrainexpo.
com

Fairplex Garden RR 
Public Run

14-Feb-16 11 AM - 4 PM Fairplex Gate #1, Pomona fgrr.org

Great Train Show All 
Scale

13-Feb-16 14-Feb-16 Del Mar Fairgrounds greattrainexpo.
com

Fairplex Garden RR 
Public Run

14-Mar-16 11 AM - 4 PM Fairplex Gate #1, Pomona fgrr.org

Fairplex Garden RR 
Public Run

11-Apr-16 11 AM - 4 PM Fairplex Gate #1, Pomona fgrr.org

Orange Empire Rail 
Festival

16-Apr-16 17-Apr-16 10 AM - 5 PM Perris oerm.org

Staver Spring Steam 
Up

21-Apr-16 24-Apr-16 Portland staverlocomotive.
com

Fullerton Railroad 
Days

30-Apr-16 1-May-16 Fullerton Metrolink Station scrpa.net

Fairplex Garden RR 
Public Run

9-May-16 11 AM - 4 PM Fairplex Gate #1, Pomona fgrr.org

Bus Tours Big 
Train Show

19-May-16 20-May-16 Ontario Convention Center bigtrainshow.com

Big Train Show 21-May-16 22-May-16 Ontario Convention Center bigtrainshow.com

Fairplex Garden RR 
Public Run

13-Jun-16 11 AM - 4 PM Fairplex Gate #1, Pomona fgrr.org

32nd NGRC - Bay 
Area

4-Jul-16 11-Jul-16 Santa Clara ngrc2016.com

Fairplex Garden RR 
Public Run

11-Jul-16 11 AM - 4 PM Fairplex Gate #1, Pomona fgrr.org

National Summer 
Steamup

13-Jul-16 17-Jul-16 Sacramento summersteamup.
com

Staver Fall Steam Up 15-Sep-16 18-Sep-16 Portland staverlocomotive.
com

NMRA Convention 22-Sep-16
24-Sep-26

Culver City psrconvention.
org/lajunction

So Cal Model RR List 25-Sep-16 Open Houses

Fairplex Garden RR 
Public Run

10-Oct-16 11 AM - 4 PM Fairplex Gate #1, Pomona fgrr.org

Ghost Train LA Live 
Steamers

13-Oct-16 29-Oct-16 Weekends Griffith Park lals.org

Fairplex Garden RR 
Public Run

14-Nov-16 11 AM - 4 PM Fairplex Gate #1, Pomona fgrr.org

Fairplex Garden RR 
Public Run

12-Dec-16 11 AM - 4 PM Fairplex Gate #1, Pomona fgrr.org

2016 Railroad Related Events of interest to SCVGRC Members
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DENVER THEN & NOW - PART 2
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Dave & Jean Gross’  
San Miguel Southern
by Gary Woolard & Carla Breitner
Photos by Carla Brand Breitner

When we visited Dave & Jean 
Gross’ San Miguel Southern during 
last year’s NGRC, we learned that 
Marc Horovitz was interested in get-
ting an article about the layout -- so 
you might see it in the pages of an 
upcoming issue.

This layout is a good candidate 
for a “Then and Now” examination. 

When we first visited the layout 
during the 2009 convention, there 
was a sketch in the petunia bed an-
nouncing changes to come… 

and it’s pretty clear that some 
things changed as planned, some 
things stayed the same, and some 
things... are similar yet different.

The difference is obvious -- there 
are more buildings, a lot more rock 
work, and less ground cover on the 
layout by 2015. The railroad ties 
were replaced with rock as needed, 
The drainage under the trestle was 
improved, some track rerouted, 
but the planned village became 
pastureland instead. (That’s Dave 
Gross in the orange shirt standing 
by his curved trestle in the bottom 
picture.) The sharper contour of a 
canyon increases the drama of the 
trestle, making it a focal point for 
the railroad.

The layout runs, as near as I can 
judge, along a roughly north-south 
axis, on sloping ground along a 

In 2009

In 2009

In 2015

In 2015



DENVER THEN & NOW - PART 2 continued
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fence. Here are two similar shots; 
each from under the umbrella which 
protects the control station at the 
south end of the layout. You’ll notice 
the brown farmhouse in the fore-
ground moved to make room for 
the new canyon. The far tree along 
the fence has been removed, allow-
ing the point-to-point line along the 
fence to extend the full length of the 
layout.

A large stone catches your eye 
at the far end, inscribed with the 
layout’s name. It hasn’t moved in 
the last five years, so it makes a 
good visual anchor. Here’s that area 
in 2009 --

Note the coal tipple in front of 
that retaining wall.

Now, in 2015, a large mining 
structure has appeared on the slope 
above the mine tipple. That mill is 
now the northern terminus of the 
p-to-p line.

New rock work at the base of 
the fence replaced the 2009 mulch 
slopes behind the p-to-p line.

In 2009

In 2015

In 2009

In 2015

In 2015



 We’ll zoom in a bit more to the 
north so you can get a better view 
of the engine house and church. 
The boys in the Engine House add-
ed a Machine Shop near the Water 
Tower and are busy in the yard in 
2015. Meanwhile the fire station has 
been moved, probably to be nearer 
to the town center. (Hope it didn’t 
burn down!)

Below is the switchyard at the 
south end of the layout. In 2015, 
you can see the p-to-p running right 
under the fence.

In 2009

In 2015

DENVER THEN & NOW - PART 2 continued

 SCV GARDEN RAILROAD CLUB—January, 2016 Page 7 of 10

In 2009

In 2015

There’s a lot more detail to be seen on this layout than we have time for today; but there’s just a bit 
more eye-candy to whet your appetite on the next page.



DENVER THEN & NOW - PART 2 continued
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In 2009

In 2015

In 2009

In 2009

In 2015 In 2015

In 2009

In 2015
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SANTA CLARITA VALLEY RAILROAD HISTORY 
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