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CLUB NEWS 

 SANTA CLARITA  VALLEY GARDEN RAILROAD CLUB 
Serving the Santa Clarita and San Fernando Valley’s in California 

  
24403 Zermatt  Lane, Valencia, CA 91355 

  
  

President:  Grant Sweer  661-513-0378    661-220-9831 sweer04@yahoo.com 
         GrantSweer@woodward.com 
  
Events & Social Chair Martie Smith 661-259-9618 661-373-4236 marthsmith2006@sbcglobal..net 
   Carla Breitner 818-992-6377 310-880-1369 carlabb@earthlink.net 
  
Photographer  Carla Breitner 818-992-6377 310-880-1369 carlabb@earthlink.net 
  
Newsletter /Communications Alan Wright 661-287-0026 818-416-7173 wwright735@gmail.com 
   Gary Woolard 818-992-6377 310-880-1369 garish@earthlink.net 
   Carla Breitner 
   Jim Cary  818-504-0200   jcary@morningglowrr.com
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  6:30 PM: Dinner at 524 S Orchard Dr, Burbank CA 91506
  Paula Brand: 818-842-9165
  About 8:00 PM: Ghost Train Ride,  ($15/person)
 LA Live Steamers, 5202 Zoo Dr, Los Angeles CA 90027
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Last year, Carla Breitner 
and Gary Woolard rode the 
LALS Ghost Train encouraged 
by Carla’s sister, Paula.  We 
were so impressed, we thought 
the whole club would enjoy 
the ride. There are ghosts, 
spooks, haunted bridges, movie 
references and even a nod to 
Disneyland’s Haunted Mansion. 
Here are a few photos taken 
carefully while riding on the train 
last year.
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SCVGRC at DEAFestival LA 2015 by Gary Woolard with Photos by Carla Brand Breitner
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In past years, SCVGRC 
members have undertaken all 
sorts of different train-related 
adventures, from riding the last 
red cars in Long Beach, sand-
wiches at Phillipes, touring the 
narrow gauge shops at Knott’s 
Berry Farm.  But last month 
we did something a bit differ-
ent -- Instead of playing tour-
ist at somebody else’s venue, 
SCVGRC volunteers went to 
DEAFestival LA 2015 at Grand 
Park, downtown Los Angeles, 
to show hundreds, if not thou-
sands, of perfect strangers how 
we play with trains.

On the morning of October 
3rd, club president Grant Sweer, 
along with Pat Miller, Gene 
Rizzardi, Gary Woolard and 
Carla Breitner, unloaded sev-
eral cars worth of trains, track, 
and power supplies directly in 
front of City Hall, at the invita-
tion of Carla’s cousin, Candy 
Scott.  For the last several 
years, Candy has been running 
a children’s play-booth at the 
festival, where kids could color 
& paint, and play with dozens 
of animated hamsters and other 
stuffed toys. 

This year, she decided to 
‘branch out’ and asked us to 
demonstrate our hobby to ‘kids 
of all ages.’

Set-up was a little bit tricky.  
Grant knew that he wanted both 

an inside- and an outside- loop 
when he was designing the lay-
out; but he also knew that this 
would take just a bit more room 
than our assigned tables’ com-
bined width of 5 feet.  And THAT 
meant spreading the tables just 
a leeetle bit apart.  But how far 
was safe?

But in record time, Grant, 
Pat & Gene had the layout to-

gether and running. An outer 
loop, an inner loop with a bit of 
a ‘dog-bone’, and a switchyard 
composed of a ladder track with 
three ‘fiddle’ tracks.  

We were 
here!



SCVGRC at DEAFestival LA 2015 continued
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And immediately, we got 
fans! There were signers & 
speakers, children, adults & 
families, gray haired ‘boomers’ 
and downtown hipsters, in all 
combinations.



SCVGRC at DEAFestival LA 2015 continued
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and lots of fascinated little 
children.. their heads popping 
up across the table like Kilroy 
cartoons.

It was very interesting seeing the pro’s and cons as signing and speaking 
‘interfaced.’  It was actually very noisy, and sometimes I couldn’t hear what 
somebody was saying across the table.  Yet I witnessed a couple ‘signing’ to 
each other, very clearly, fifty feet across a crowd. 



SCVGRC at DEAFestival LA 2015 continued
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Even with the help of our two 
translators, Ivy & Tiffany, we oc-
casionally ran into communica-
tion problems, but this was often 
because they were translating 
across not just two, but three 
languages -- Spoken English, 
ASL (American Sign Language) 
and a language new to them 
-- ‘Trains.’  A conversation about 
railroad ties vs. concrete ‘sleep-
ers’ caused some confusion 
-- not about ‘sleepers’, but how 
to sign ‘concrete!’  Ivy couldn’t 
understand what one fellow was 
saying about “Zero Gauge”, and 
neither could we, until we real-
ized that he was telling us about 
the “O” gauge trains he had as 
a kid.

“I grew up with trains” was 
one of the most common com-
ments we had.  Candy said 
that one of the guys (probably 
Pat) told her that, although he 
couldn’t sign ASL, he’d grown to 
easily recognize the signing for 
“I had trains as a child.”

Ivy translates. From left, Ivy & Tiffany. Seated: Grant, Pat, Gary.

One surprise was a man who was clearly excited by Gene’s heav-
ily modified Hartland-based “No.3” engine.  There was a lot of sign-
ing about “Cuba” and “plantation”, and we eventually understood that 
this engine reminded him of the sugar plantation engines that his 
father had worked on in Cuba.



SCVGRC at DEAFestival LA 2015 continued
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We generally tried to enforce 
a ‘look but don’t touch’ policy.  
But for one gentleman, who was 
both deaf and blind, touching 
was looking.  With the help of an 
assistant, he touched the cars 
very lightly as they passed be-
neath his fingers, and there was 
never a danger of a de-rail. 

He was absolutely delighted, 
and (also with his assistant’s 
help) we got into a conversation 
about toy trains and real ones.  
He was very excited about the 
expansion of metrolink services 
across the counties, and I grew 
to realize that rail transportation 
had become a vital part of this 
man’s life.

By 4 PM, we started to wrap 
up, along with the rest of the 
DEAFest exhibitors.  It had 
been a warm, noisy day, and 
we’d been drinking water like 
camels.  But we packed up with 
smiles on our faces.  

It had been fun to introduce 
friendly and enthusiastic strang-
ers to our hobby, to remind 
some of their childhood, and 
to witness the wide-eyed fas-
cination of children who had 
never seen a model train before.  
Already, we were talking about 
what we might add to be better 
prepared if we were asked back.

Somehow Grant, Pat and 
Gene fit trains, track, transform-
ers and themselves back into 
Grant’s car to head back to 
Santa Clarita while Carla and I 
packed the circus train for a trip 
to her sister’s for Ghost Train 
dinner. See you there!

Thanks to Candy Scott and 
the folks at DEAFest LA 2015 
for having us!


